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INSURANCE FRAUD 
CONFERENCE 2015 
 
“Combatting Fraud – Leading the way” 
 
TGC has led the way in extending the ambit of law in the field of civil 
insurance fraud, particularly in the fields of committal for contempt of 
Court, fraud rings, use of similar fact evidence, use of telemetry data, 
‘slam on’ frauds, conscious exaggeration, exemplary damages counter-
claims, LVI litigation, applying science to defeat fraudulent bus claims 
and indemnity costs applications. 
 
We are the only Chambers in the country ranked in Chambers & 
Partners 2015 for its expertise in Motor Insurance Fraud. TGC has 
strength in depth with over 30 members of Chambers from established 
Silks to Juniors of less than 5 years call having fraud work as a core 
part of their practices.  
 
We have helped raise judicial awareness of the endemic levels of fraud 
in the industry, encapsulated in the seminal judgment of Moses LJ in 
South Wales Fire & Rescue v. Smith [2011] EWHC 1749. Having raised 
judicial awareness, TGC has innovated and applied many of the 
litigation strategies now used by insurers industry to combat fraud. 
 
Members of Chambers appeared in Galloway v. Guardian Royal 
Exchange [1999] Lloyds Rep 209 which established the principle that 
any dishonesty of substance on the part of an insured in his dealings 
with his own insurer entitles the insurer to repudiate indemnity ab 
initio. 

TGC devised and instituted the 'Credit Hire Initiative’ in the QBD in 
1999 that brought the insurance industry together to harmonise its 
strategic response to the excesses of the credit hire industry. TGC 
devised many of the legal arguments that resulted in the Court of 
Appeal decisions of Ketley v Gilbert [2001] 1 WLR 986, Zoan v Rouamba 
[2000] 1 WLR 1509, Clark v Ardington [2003] QB 36 and Bee v Jenson 
[2007] 4 All ER 791 and the House of Lords Decisions of Lagden v 
O'Connor [2004] 1 AC 1067 and Wilson v. First County Trust [2004] AC 
816.  

We appeared in Armstrong v. First County Bus [2005] 1 WLR 2571 that 
brought awareness of the problem of LVI claims to the Court of 
Appeal’s attention for the first time and paved the way for the LVI 
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 Protocol. 

TGC was instructed (by Keoghs LLP) in the initial round of litigated 
fraud ring claims using similar fact evidence that came before the 
Central London County Court in 2005 (‘Operation Poseidon’) that 
resulted in the discontinuance of 113 accident claims linked to four 
ring leaders. 

Our team innovated the law on exemplary damages to use it as a 
device to bring counter-claims in otherwise bona fide cases 
contaminated by conscious exaggeration, to ensure that the Claimants 
do not profit from dishonest padding of their claims; see Axa Insurance 
v. Thwaites Unrep (14.02.08) [HHJ Darroch] and Liverpool Victoria v. 
Ghadhda & Iqbal Lawtel 31.05.11 [HHJ Collender QC] 

Members of Chambers worked closely with biomechanical engineers 
(GBB UK Limited and TRL through Arriva Buses) to devise admissible 
evidence regarding the use of delta v vector forces in Court to defeat 
the myriad of the fraudulent bus claims that encompassed up to 120 
claimants at a time. 

We were instructed in the first committal claim for contempt of court 
pursuant to CRP 32.14 (signing statements of truth on documents 
containing lies) against dishonest injury litigants in the conjoined cases 
of Barnes v. Seabrook  [2010] EWHC 1849. Following that we have also 
appeared in the following leading cases in this field: Smith v. South 
Wales Fire and Rescue (supra), Nield & Acromas Insurance v. Loveday 
[2011] EWHC 2324, Lane v. Shah [2012] ACD 1, Liverpool Victoria v. 
Bashir & Others [2012] EWHC 895, Liverpool Victoria v. Singh Lawtel 
30.05.13, Liverpool Victoria v Thumber [2014] EWHC 2734, Zurich 
Insurance v. Kay, Kay & Kay [2014] EWHC 2734, Quinn Insurance v. 
Altintas [2014] EWHC & Halton Borough Council v. Condron (Unrep) 
28.04.15 

TGC was instructed in the first contested series of 'slam on cases' 
where the similar fact evidence linking 88 separate rear end shunts 
involving commercial vehicles and decoy vehicles and a ground of 
accident management company with common ownership, resulting in a 
judgment in The Azimi Group Litigation, Lawtel - 13.02.14. 

We were successful in the first case leading to a judgment that tested 
the admissibility and validity of telematics data in Court in early 2015 
in the case of Bernas & 6 Ors v. Jennings Unrep (16.01.15) [Recorder 
McLoughlin]. 

TGC was instructed in some of the more prominent indemnity costs 
cases such as Wildlake v. BAA [2009] EWCA 1256, Esure Services 
Limited v. Quarcoo [2009] EWCA Civ 595, and Clarke v. Maltby [2010] 
EWHC Civ 1856. TGC was also involved in the important case of 
Newman v. Laver [2006], EWCA Civ 1135 and Yasin v Karim (1) Sabre 
Insurance (2) Unrep 17.04.15 [HHJ Jeremy Richardson QC] where the 
Court of Appeal clarified the law on pleading in cases involving 
exaggeration. 

 



TGC Fraud Team 
 

 

 

 

Jonathan Watt-Pringle QC (Call 1987) (QC 2008) 

The main focus of his practice is personal injury and health & safety 
work, and he undertakes a range of related work, such as insurance, 
inquests and both clinical and professional negligence. Over the last two 
years he has been extensively and successfully involved in the VWF 
professional negligence claims, including Raleys v Barnaby [2014] EWCA 
Civ 686 and Raleys v Procter [2015] EWCA Civ in the Court of Appeal. He 
is listed in Chambers UK and Legal 500 as a leader in personal injuries 

and health and safety work.  

 

 
 

Simon Browne QC (Call 1982) (QC 2011) 
 
Formerly one of the most experienced junior counsel in this field with 
over 25 years’ experience which has now continued into silk. He has a 
particular expertise in insurance law and motor fraud. Instructed in a 
number of high profile cases for Claimants and Defendants and has 
represented parties in advising, drafting and appearing in Court. Such is 
his experience that he was recently invited to speak on motor fraud at a 
national seminar on the topic where representatives from over 30 
separate insurance companies were in attendance.  

 

 

Keith Morton QC (Call 1990) (QC 2011) 

Keith is well known for his cross-examination skills. A recent edition of 
Chambers and Partners noted that he is a “ferocious cross-examiner”. 
He is very experienced in motor cases and in the criminal courts. As a 
junior he was for many years a member of the Attorney General’s A 

Panel of counsel 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

David Barr QC (Call 1993) (QC 2014) 

David has wide experience of civil litigation ranging from public inquiries 
such as The Leveson Inquiry to successfully defending the retention of 
the qualification “so far as is reasonably practicable” in the Health and 
Safety at Work Act before the Court of Justice of the European Union in 
Luxembourg.  He has a keen interest in the impact of EU and ECHR law 
on domestic cases.  In the motor claims context he acted successfully 
for the Secretary of State for Transport defending the costs 
arrangements in the Untraced Drivers Agreement (Carswell v MIB & 
Secretary of State) and establishing that limitation runs from the date of 
the accident in a claim that the UK had failed properly to implement the 
Motor Insurance Directives (Moore v Secretary of State).  Most recently, 
in his personal injury practice, he appeared before the Court of Appeal, 
as Friend of the Court, in JXMX in which that court gave guidance on 
anonymity at infant settlement approval hearings.  In the fraud context 
David has advised on the human rights and privacy considerations 
surrounding covert surveillance.  Going forwards he sees plenty of scope 
for argument about Arts. 6 & 8 ECHR (rights to a fair trial and private 

life) in fraud cases. 



 

 
 

John Bate-Williams (Call  1976) 

The Senior Junior in Temple Garden Chambers, John has built up a 
substantial Personal Injury & Fatal Accidents practice in his 3 decades in 
chambers. Described by the solicitor who advised Balfour Beatty to 
instruct him in the Hatfield Rail Crash case (a rare foray into the world 
of crime) as a "pragmatic street fighter", he has acquired a reputation 
for sound judgment (in professional matters), realistic and practical 
advice and excellent advocacy. 80% of his practice involves the 
representation of insurers in high value claims, usually involving 
catastrophic head injuries or injuries of maximum severity, and he has 
particular experience in exposing exaggerated and dishonest claims. 
John's objective approach has ensured that he continues to receive a 
volume of instructions on behalf of Claimants in substantial & unusual 
claims; in Dufosse -v- Melbry Events [2011] EWCA Civ he persuaded the 
Court of Appeal that Father Christmas and his Elf were responsible for 
the Claimant's downfall in Santa's Grotto in Selfridges, which led to The 
Times Award for Courtroom Joke of the Year (The Times 29 December 

2011). 

 

 

James Laughland (Call 1991) (Ranked in Chambers & 
Partners 2015) 
 
James Laughland, called in 1991, has developed a practice 
concentrating on personal injury motor fraud and costs. He has been 
recognised in these fields for many years by both Chambers & Partners 
and the Legal 500 as a Leading Junior; described as “an absolutely first 
class advocate” and a “great lawyer”.  He is instructed often by the 
leading players in these fields. His experience of motor fraud work has 
included acting for the insurer in the Court of Appeal in the case of 
Oriakhel v Vickers [2009] concerning applications for non-party costs 

order against a witness thought to be a party to the conspiracy.  

 

 

Charles Curtis (Call 1992) 
 
Charles is regularly has considerable experience defending cases 
involving:  

 Fraud rings 

 Staged accidents 

 Fabricated accidents 

 Bogus passengers 

 Exaggerated claims.  
In addition Charles regularly acts for insurance companies seeking to 
recoup their outlay from fraudulent Claimants.  
Notable cases: 
Kardas v Kiss & RSA (2012) Central London County Court:  Award of 
wasted costs against Claimant's solicitors, who had failed adequately to 
investigate allegations of fraud LRS Limited v Equity Claims (2011) 
Central London County Court:  Successful defence of a claim for hire 
charges in excess of £100,000, when Claimant disbelieved 

Liverpool Victoria v Ghadhda & Iqbal (HHJ Collender, 30 Jun 10) impact 
of means on award of exemplary damages for insurance fraud. Divsalar 
v Beeton (HHJ Mitchell, 12 Dec 08) exemplary damages for insurance 
fraud. Axa Insurance v Thwaites (HHJ Darroch, 8 Feb 08) impact of 
criminal proceedings on exemplary damages for insurance fraud 

Charles has provided a number of seminars and talks to insurance 
company solicitors on various aspects of fraudulent claims. 

 
 
 
 



 

 

Marcus Grant (Call 1993) (Ranked in Chambers & Partners 
2015) 
 

Described in Chambers & Partners as “The go-to guy for the most 

complex of cases” 

Marcus has provided leadership to motor insurers in their battle against 
fraud over the last decade. He appeared in South Wales Fire & Rescue v. 
Smith [2011] EWHC 1749 where Moses LJ handed down the seminal 

judgment setting out the cost to society of insurance fraud. 

In the late 1990's he was the architect of the Credit Hire Initiative that 
resulted in insurers operating in a coordinated way to fight the scourge 
of inflated hire claims. He gravitated from that into the field of fraud in 
all its guises, leading the way in strategic ways to combat fraud rings, 
use of similar fact evidence, use of telemetry data, ‘slam on’ frauds, 
conscious exaggeration, exemplary damages counter-claims, LVI 
litigation, applying science to defeat fraudulent bus claims and 
indemnity costs applications.  

Marcus was also at the forefront of the series of cases that clarified and 
subsequently shaped the new rules in the CPR for bringing committal 
proceedings in the QBD for dishonest litigants who signed false 
statements of truth in County Court proceedings. The leading case was 
Barnes v. Seabrooke et al [2010] EWHC 1849 (Admin) followed by a 
string of cases where dishonest litigants were sent to prison or received 
suspected jail sentences including Smith v. South Wales Fire and Rescue 
(supra), Nield & Acromas Insurance v. Loveday [2011] EWHC 2324, Lane 
v. Shah [2012] ACD 1, Liverpool Victoria v. Bashir & Others [2012] EWHC 
895, Liverpool Victoria v. Singh Lawtel 30.05.13, Liverpool Victoria v 
Thumber [2014] EWHC 2734, Zurich Insurance v. Kay, Kay & Kay [2014] 
EWHC 2734, Quinn Insurance v. Altintas [2014] EWHC & Halton Borough 

Council v. Condron (Unrep) 28.04.15. 

He was instructed in the first contested series of 'slam on cases' where 
the similar fact evidence linking 88 separate rear end shunts involving 
commercial vehicles and decoy vehicles and a ground of accident 
management company with common ownership, resulting in a judgment 

in The Azimi Group Litigation, Lawtel - 13.02.14. 

He has provided a template for many of the standard form fraud 
pleadings in use at the Bar today. He has lectured to the Personal Injury 
Bar Association on three occasions about different areas of civil fraud 
litigation and has lectured frequently to solicitors and insurers on the 

finer details of fighting fraud.  

He has invested time in assisting with the science of measuring occupant 
displacement. He has given strategic advice to individual insurers and to 
some of the bus companies about refining their systems to defeat 
fraudulent claims.  

He was instructed Armstrong v. First County Bus [2005] 1 WLR 2571 that 
brought awareness of the problem of LVI claims to the Court of Appeal’s 

attention for the first time and paved the way for the LVI Protocol. 

He is known for his attention to detail and his zero tolerance approach 

to claims contaminated by dishonesty.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

Alex Glassbrook (Call 1995) (Ranked in Chambers & 
Partners 2015) 
 
Alex specialises in motor insurance fraud cases, as well as in personal 
injury, costs and credit hire work.  He is often instructed to advise 
insurers and to negotiate settlement of high value claims. 
Alex persuaded the Court of Appeal to make the pioneering costs order 
in Widlake v BAA [2010] 3 Costs LR 353, denying costs to a successful but 
exaggerating Claimant.  
Chambers & Partners: 
- “A commercial, tactically aware barrister whose advocacy skills are 

first-class."  "He has a deep understanding of all the issues, and is 
good for a tricky case” (2015) 

- "Capable, firm and very calm, he provides fabulous analysis of the 
case" (2014)  

- "really straightforward, utterly fair and a doughty opponent with 
incredibly good judgement" … "If you are against him you have to 
think twice about how you are going to run the case" (2013) 

"a thorough and economic cross-examiner who knows when to concede 

and when to dig in" (2012) 

 

 

Emma-Jane Hobbs (Call 1996) 
 
Emma-Jane has a particular specialisation in, and many years’ 
experience of defending fraudulent claims.  She acts regularly for large 
insurance companies in cases involving staged accidents; deliberately 
induced ‘slam on’ collisions; fraud rings; bogus passengers; fabricated 
accidents; exaggerated claims and bogus credit hire claims.  She acts 
also for insurance companies wishing to recoup their outlay and / or 
claim exemplary damages from fraudulent Claimants. Emma-Jane’s 
experience spans all stages of the litigation process, including advising 
insurers, drafting pleadings, and appearing at interlocutory applications, 
trials and appeals.  She has significant experience of dealing with costs 
issues arising from fraudulent and exaggerated claims, as well as 

experience in credit hire claims. 

Emma-Jane is often instructed to act and advise insurers in high value, 
catastrophic injury claims and her broad personal injury practice 
encompasses defending fraudulent and exaggerated personal injury 

claims.   

 

 

Edward Hutchin (Call 1996) 
 
Edward joined Chambers in 2011, since when he has continued to build 
on his extensive experience of personal injury fraud work. He specialises 
in defending fraudulent motor claims, instructed by the leading firms 
and major insurers. He is a senior member of the team, and his practice 
covers all aspects of this major area of insurance litigation, including 
staged accidents, deliberately induced ‘slam on’ collisions, phantom 
passengers, invented or exaggerated injuries, low velocity impacts, 
fraud rings, and false or exaggerated damages. 

His work also encompasses fraudulent and exaggerated employer’s and 
public liability claims. He also regularly advises and appears in court in 
relation to procedural issues including applications to strike out, unless 
orders, and disclosure, and attends conferences with clients and 
experts, as well as having significant experience of drafting the 
specialist pleadings appropriate in fraud claims.     

His wider practice includes highways accidents, accidents at work, 
breaches of health and safety regulations and fatal accident claims, 
accidents abroad, insurance coverage, MIB claims, credit hire, and costs. 
He also has considerable experience of inquests, clinical negligence and 
employment claims. 



 

 

Julia Smyth (Call 1996) 
 
Julia returned to chambers in 2012 following a successful career in the 
government legal service, having had a busy practice in chambers during 
her early years at the Bar. Her experience as a government lawyer 
included advising the NHS Counter Fraud Service. Having worked for a 
number of regulatory bodies and government departments, she is alive 

to the commercial and practical realities which insurers face.  

Julia has significant experience in cases where there is a suspicion or 
allegation of fraud, including staged and contrived accidents, “slam-
ons”, bogus passengers, low velocity impacts and exaggerated claims. 
Julia has developed particular expertise in the complex legal, evidential 
and pleading issues which form the backdrop to such claims. Julia acts 
at all stages of the litigation process, from drafting pleadings to 
appearing at trial, and is also experienced in credit hire claims. 
 

 

 

Paul McGrath (Call 1997) 
 
Paul McGrath has considerable experience in a wide range of motor 
fraud cases including drafting all relevant pleadings, advising, 
applications, trials, and appeals (to High Court and Court of Appeal). His 
cases involve both the opportunistic fraudsters all the way through to 
organised nationwide fraud rings. He has considerable experience of 
consequent counter-actions, such as in the tort of deceit to recover 
monies paid out and exemplary damages. He was  instructed by a major 
insurer in the Court of Appeal test cases, Dickinson v Tesco plc et al 
[2013] EWCA Civ 36 concerning the alleged fraud of Autofocus Limited 
and the effect this may have had on the industry and the Courts. He also 
has considerable experience of ‘pure’ motor insurance law, such as 
disputes between insurers, avoidance disputes between insured and 
insurer, disputes between insurers and third parties (e.g. issues arising 
under ss151-152 Road Traffic Act 1988), representations to third parties 
(such as the MIB, Financial Ombudsman Service, etc), and interpretation 

of insurance contracts and any resulting declaratory proceedings. 

 

 

Dominic Adamson (Call 1997) 
 
Broad personal injury practice (acting predominantly for Defendants).  
Regularly instructed to defend insurers against fraudulent claims.  He 
has particular experience of dealing with large fraud rings (e.g. involved 
in various successful fraud operations e.g. Poseidon, Montana, Theseus 
and Texas).  Dominic is instructed in catastrophic injury cases, group 
litigation and product liability claims.  Since 2006 he has been 
recommended in every edition of Chambers and Partners for several 
years in the field of Health & Safety (the 2012 edition states praises his 
‘attractive style’ and ‘good with clients’.  He has been recommended in 
every edition of the Legal 500 since 2005.  The 2012 edition suggests 
that ‘Dominic has a brilliant sense of humour and carries clients 
through the difficult times’).  Also appeared in the public inquiries 
arising out of the Ladbroke Grove and Southall rail crashes.  Co-author 
of Sports Personal Injury: Law and Practice (published Sweet & Maxwell 
2002) and Prosecuting & Defending Health & Safety Cases (published xpl 

2007). 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Sacha Ackland (Call 1998) 
 
Sacha Ackland was called in 1998 and has since developed a broad 
personal injury practice encompassing claims of all values. Sacha has 
extensive experience of advising and representing insurer clients in 
suspected fraud cases at all stages from the drafting of the Defence to 
trial. Sacha is frequently instructed in claims where medical evidence is 
disputed, low-velocity impact cases, credit hire disputes involving 
technical enforceability issues, and claims involving suspected staged or 
induced accidents. Sacha has represented the Defendant in 
numerous trials where credibility is in issue, with good results. Sacha 
combines pragmatism and good judgment with the ability to take a 
robust stance where required. 

 
 

 

George Davies (Call 1998) (Ranked in Chambers & 
Partners 2015) 
 
George Davies has developed extensive experience in defending 
fraudulent insurance claims. He has dealt with all manner of fraudulent 
and / or exaggerated personal injury claims. His experience includes 
defending staged and induced accidents (road traffic or otherwise), 
fraud rings, bogus passenger claims, exaggerated claims and sham credit 
hire arrangements. He deals with all stages of case preparation from the 
drafting of proceedings, to conferences with clients and attendance at 
trial and appeal hearings (including before the Court of Appeal). His 
experience of civil fraud proceedings extends to freezing injunctions and 

contempt proceedings in the High Court.  

 

 
 
 

Shaman Kapoor (Call 1999) 
 
Shaman’s past successes in credit hire and motor insurance work 
together with a broader practice of costs, employment and personal 
injury, have marked him as an ideal pair of hands for fraud work for 
many years.  He started out in financial services prior to practice at the 
Bar, and his practice areas at the Bar have ensured well honed advisory 
and advocacy skills often deployed with devastating effect for his 
opponents.  He thrives on his own ability to be forensic.  His experience 
extends to low velocity impact claims, exaggerated claims, fraud rings, 
and staged or contrived collisions.  He is regularly instructed in all 
aspects of a case from the issue of a claim through to the assessment of 

costs.  He maintains linguistic skills in Punjabi and French. 

 

 
 

Benjamin Casey (Call 2000) 
 
Ben Casey has extensive experience in motor insurance fraud litigation. 
He is often instructed in cases involving allegations of fraud rings, staged 
or contrived accidents, phantom passengers and low velocity impacts. 
He typically works on such cases from an early stage through pre-issue 
conferences with clients or the provision of written advice.  Ben has 
considerable experience of interim applications and fast and multi-track 
trials where fraud is alleged or suspected. He also has significant 
experience in dealing with costs matters arising out of such claims 
where fraud or exaggeration has been found by the court. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Heather Dardis (Call 2000) 
 
Heather has many years of experience of large value personal injury and 
Motor Fraud litigation, She is regularly instructed by Claimants and 
Defendants in cases where a suspicion of fraud has arisen (with 
experience of phantom passengers, staged or contrived accidents slam-
on collisions, low velocity impact and exaggerated injury cases). Her 
experience in these cases includes advising in conference, drafting 
pleadings and conducting interim applications and trials.  

 
 
 
 

 

 

Fiona Canby (Call 2001) 
 
Fiona Canby was called in 2001. She is experienced in all areas of motor 
fraud and exaggeration in personal injury cases including claims that are 
exaggerated; opportunistic; bogus fraudulent; staged fraudulent; 
contrived and induced. In Javeed v Admiral (2010) she successfully 
argued for a claim for hire charges in the sum of £51,000 to be struck 
out on the basis of illegality. She also specialises in coroners and 
inquests and health and safety. She has been recommended in the legal 
directories since 2007 for her work in health and safety. Her current 
recommendation in Chambers and Partners 2015 states: “She works 
extremely hard and in any given case there isn’t a piece of paper she 
wouldn’t know. 

 
 

 

 
 

Tim Sharpe (Call 2002) (Ranked in Chambers & Partners 
2015) 
 
Listed as a leading junior in the Motor Insurance Fraud category by 
Chambers and Partners 2014, Tim was described as “tenacious, 
economical and full of ideas”. Previous editions described him as being 
“bright, hard-working and dependable” and “the rising star of the set”. 
He has a busy practice relating to claims where fraud is alleged or 
suspected, acting for both Claimants and Defendants. He is regularly 
instructed in “fraud ring” cases, induced/staged collision claims and 
claims where “phantom passengers” are suspected. His work includes 
advising and representing in relation to contempt of court proceedings. 
 
 

 

 

Lydia Sweeney (Call 2002) 
 
Lydia specialises in the field of personal injury and fatal accidents, 
having been instructed on a number of multi million pound personal 
injury and fatal accident claims as a junior. She also has considerable 
experience of credit hire litigation.  As part of her personal injury and 
credit hire practice, Lydia is regularly instructed to act for insurance 
companies in respect of fraudulent claims, undertaking both advisory 
and court work at fast track and multi track level. She has particular 
experience of fraud rings, staged accidents, phantom passenger claims 
and exaggerated claims. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

Rhys Davies (Call 2004) 
 
Rhys is a well respected junior specialising in personal injury, clinical 
negligence and fatal accident claims.  He has a particular interest in 
fraudulent claims with an emphasis on high value and multi-claimant 
complex litigation.  He is regularly instructed at an early stage in cases 
ranging from unsophisticated opportunistic fraudulent claims to large 
scale sophisticated fraud ring operations.  Rhys has a strong clinical 
negligence practice and accepts instructions from both claimant and 
defendant.  Rhys also has significant experience in criminal injuries 
compensation, costs, regulatory proceedings and coronial law.  Rhys has 
lectured to solicitors on issues including credit hire, fraud rings and 
personal injury litigation tactics. 
   

 

 
 

Aidan Ellis (Call 2005) 
 
Aidan Ellis has ten years of experience of personal injury litigation, with 
particular exposure to claims arising from road traffic accidents. He is 
regularly instructed by Claimants and Defendants in cases where a 
suspicion of fraud has arisen (with experience of cases involving fraud 
rings, slam-on collisions, staged or contrived accidents, phantom 
passengers, low velocity impact and exaggeration). He has a particular 
interest in claims involving credit hire charges; he is the author of 
“Kevan and Ellis on Credit Hire” and he is also responsible for a growing 

volume of seminars, webinars and articles on the subject. 

 

 
 

 

Lionel Stride (Call 2005) 
 
Lionel specialises in insurance advisory work (contracts, coverage, 
indemnity) and receives regular instructions in claims involving 
suspected insurance fraud. His experience covers the full spectrum of 
insurance fraud from exaggerated personal injury claims of significant 
value to fraud rings, staged/contrived accidents and phantom passenger 
claims. He has successfully defended numerous fraudulent claims 
through to awards of exemplary damages and costs sanctions against 
individuals and/or firms of solicitors. This ties in well with his expertise 
in the field of credit hire, dealing with six figure hire claims and those 
involving more difficult issues of enforceability, illegality and ex turpi 

causa defences.  

Lionel’s wider practice areas include costs, clinical negligence and 
personal injury (accidents at work, breaches of health and safety 
regulations, fatal accident claims, public liability, accidents abroad, MIB 

claims). 

 
 

 

Anthony Johnson (Call 2006) 
 
Anthony Johnson is widely recognised as a leading junior in this 
specialist field, with experience of all manner of insurance fraud claims 
ranging from staged and induced accidents, LVI, phantom passengers 
and the like to fraud rings, recovery actions and complex costs issues 
that often arise following claims of this nature. His detailed pleadings 
have proven highly successful at discouraging claims from going any 
further, but where they do not his forensic witness handling skills are 
invaluable in trials that often involve eliciting information through cross-

examination. 

He has experience of cases raising issues of, inter alia, fraud rings, 
fundamental dishonesty, wasted costs, exemplary damages and 
Contempt of Court. He has been published on topics in the field and 
regularly delivers seminars to insurers and solicitors alike. 
 



 

 

Joanna Hughes (Call 2007) 
 
Jo has both an interest and expertise in the full range of motor 
insurance fraud work undertaken by Chambers. She regularly acts for 
defendant insurers in both a representative and advisory capacity and 
has extensive experience of dealing with road traffic cases where fraud 
is raised. Jo is familiar with motor insurance fraud in all its various 
forms as well as the full range of potential fraud indicators with which 
insurers are confronted. She is familiar with the way in which accident 
management companies operate and has extensive experience of 
litigating credit-hire related issues, which often form part of fraudulent 
claims. In addition to trial advocacy Jo frequently undertakes 
interlocutory applications in relation to the joining of insurers to 
proceedings, consolidation of linked claims, disclosure of medical 
records and previous accidents and costs. Jo also regularly receives 
instructions to interview witnesses in conference with a view to 
determining whether or not their evidence will be sufficiently credible 

to support allegations of fraud.  

 

 
 

Emma Price (Call 2007) 
 
Emma has wide experience in cases involving allegations of fraud.  In 
respect of road traffic claims, she acts in the main for Defendant 
insurers in staged, contrived, deliberately induced and phantom 
passenger claims.  More generally, she has experience of potentially 
exaggerated personal injury claims.  She regularly advises in conference 
on the strength of the evidence, drafts pleadings and represents clients 
in Court in fast track and multi track cases where fraud is alleged. 
 
 

 

 

 
 

Sian Reeves (Call 2006) 
 
Sian has represented both claimants and defendants in a wide range of 
road traffic accident cases in which fraud has been alleged.   These 
cases have involved allegations of ‘bogus/phantom passengers’, staged 
accidents and also low velocity impact.  Her involvement has ranged 
from advising both claimants and defendants in conference and in 
writing, to representing both sides at CMCs, application hearings (to join 
motor insurers as second defendants and in respect of permission for 
defendants to obtain their own expert evidence, medical and forensic 
engineering) and through to the final trial. 

 

 

 

David White (Call 2009) 
 
David has extensive experience of cases involving both fraud and 
credibility issues.  He regularly conducts fraud trials on both the fast 
and multi tracks, including complex multi-day hearings all over the 
country.  David is able to draft pleadings and written advice within short 

deadlines, and he frequently advises in conference in fraud cases.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

William Irwin (Call 2010) 
 
William is an experienced insurance fraud practitioner, who advises and 
appears in cases on all aspects of this area. 
 
He has particular expertise in issues relating to disclosure and 
exceptions to privilege in fraud cases; and in solicitors' liability for their 
clients' fraudulent claims. He has published a number of journal articles 
on those issues. 

 
 

 

 

Emma Northey (Call 2009) 
 
Emma has a broad practice spanning the range of Chambers’ work acting 
for claimants and defendants in both an advisory and representative 
capacity. 
 
Having completed pupillage at the Department for Transport, Emma has 
a strong interest in public law and in private law claims where the 
defendant is a public body, such as personal injury and employment 
matters. 
 
Before coming to the Bar, Emma was a Trading Standards Officer for 15 
years. She has an ongoing attachment to all aspects of regulatory 
criminal.  She is available to act for both prosecutors and defendants. 
 
Emma has recent experience of cases involving: credit hire, civil fraud, 
occupier’s liability, employer’s liability and defective products. 

 
 

 
 

James Henry (Call 2010) 
 
James advises and represents insurers in all aspects of potentially 
fraudulent claims, from drafting pleadings and proofing clients in 

conference through to conclusion at trial. 

Recent cases include a 5-day ‘slam-on’ trial involving telematics data 
(including the admissibility of accelerometer data), a successful 
appealing against the striking out of a ‘put to proof’ Defence (the 
claimant tried to argue Hussain v Amin points) and the defence of a 
grossly exaggerated PI claim made by a consultant gynaecologist.  He 
also advises in respect of insurers’ liabilities where indemnity has been 
declined to the assured, including avoiding policies from their 

inception.    

Before joining Chambers James worked in the counter-fraud team of a 
national firm of solicitors specialising in insurance law.  His experience 
with insurer clients means that he is acutely aware of the balance that 
needs to be achieved between the commercial realities of a case and 
the maintenance of a ‘zero-tolerance’ stance to fraud in all its guises.   

 

 
 

Emily Wilsdon (Call 2011) 
 
Emily has experience successfully defending fraudulent and exaggerated 
claims at trial, including fraudulent claims for injury and for repairs and 
credit hire, from opportunistic claims to fraud rings. She has had recent 
success in obtaining findings of fraEud and a referral of cases to the 
Attorney General. She is also experienced in reducing exaggerated 
claims and in obtaining costs against claimants who have recovered 
some damages but had made unrealistically high claims. She is 
frequently instructed to proof clients, advise on whether fraud can and 
should be pleaded, to draft pleadings and amended pleadings, and to 

appear in interlocutory hearings and at trial. 



 

 
 

Anthony Lenaton (Call 2012) 

Anthony is instructed regularly by claimants and defendants in claims for 
personal injury where there is a suspicion of fraud or exaggeration. He 
has particular experience of road traffic cases that involve staged or 
induced collisions, low velocity impacts and phantom passengers. 
Anthony is instructed often to proof clients in conference, draft 
pleadings and provide representation at interim applications and fast 

track trials.  

 
 

 

 

Richard Boyle (Call 2012) 

During his pupillage, Richard gained experience of fraud work while 
under the supervision of Paul McGrath. Since commencing tenancy, 
Richard has gained significant experience of fraud work through proofing 
clients in conference, advising on prospects of success in writing, 
pleading fraud in defences and dealing with cases involving allegations 
of fraud at interlocutory hearings and trial. At trial, Richard’s cross 
examination has led to findings of fundamental dishonesty such that 
Claimants have lost the costs protection provided by QOWCs. 

 

 

 

Piers Taylor (Call 2012) 
 
Piers regularly appears in the county court for applications, case 
management conferences, small claims and fast track trials across a 
range of motor-related work. He has advised, drafted pleadings and 
proofed eye-witnesses in suspected fraudulent claims. Piers has also 
represents Claimants and Defendants in claims involving ‘low velocity 
impact’ allegations and recently represented a successful Defendant in 
such a claim brought on behalf of an infant Claimant. 

 

 

 
 

Matthew Waszack (Call 2012) 
 
Matthew has a developed a range of experience in the field of motor 
insurance fraud. He has advised insurers on defending potentially 
fraudulent claims involving LVI, induced collisions and bogus passengers. 
His motor fraud supplements his busy personal injury and credit hire 
court work. 
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