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In May 2024, Professor Mark Pieth (Founder of the Basel Institute on Governance, Basel),
Stefan Wehrenberg (Attorney at Law, Zurich), and Rodney Dixon KC (Barrister at Temple
Garden Chambers, London and The Hague) submitted a detailed report to FIFA, raising
specific concerns over Saudi Arabia’s bid to host the 2034 World Cup.

With no response at all from FIFA, the human rights experts reiterated their call for
transparency during a press event held in October 2024 near FIFA's headquarters in Zurich,
urging FIFA to insist on certain minimum human rights standards and to consult independent
experts.

However, on 11 December 2024, FIFA officially awarded the tournament to Saudi Arabia
following an unusually rapid and unchallenged selection process, which was widely criticised,
and which did not require essential human rights guarantees to be met.

Since then FIFA has taken no steps to address the glaring human rights deficiencies and
violations in Saudi Arabia - business appears to go on as usual. A complaint by the
international experts will thus now be filed with FIFA through its internal procedures over its
failure to act in accordance with its own human rights policies.

The speakers will discuss this complaint and the next steps to be taken to require FIFA to fulfil
its role in ensuring adherence to human rights standards and in advancing meaningful
human rights reforms in Saudi Arabia.
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