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Alice Hands has a busy and growing practice in public inquiries, investigations and inquests.

She is currently instructed as Second Junior Counsel on the Covid-19 Inquiry and was previously Second
Junior Counsel on the Undercover Policing Inquiry.

Alice undertook a two-week secondment at the Nursing and Midwifery Council and has experience in
healthcare on various Inquiries. She is looking to develop this further and build a practice in this area.

Alice also has experience in personal injury and credit hire disputes, acting for Claimants and Defendants.
She is known for her skills as an advocate in court and her approachability.

Prior to joining Chambers, Alice worked as a Legal Advisor to Grenfell Tower survivors and was instrumental
in establishing a new legal advice clinic with the University College London Centre for Access to Justice. She
has contributed to public policy in social security and housing law.

Alice also spent four-months in Houston, Texas, representing people facing the death penalty.

Expertise

Inquiries

Alice is currently instructed as Second Junior Counsel on the Covid-19 Inquiry.

Alice was instructed as Second Junior Counsel on the Undercover Policing Inquiry and Junior Junior Counsel
on the Post Office Horizon IT Inquiry.

Alice was instructed by NHS England and Improvement in the independent investigation into Southern
Health NHS Foundation Trust. The Chair of the investigation was Nigel Pascoe KC. Alice was involved in
writing the first and second report. She also managed the disclosure of hundreds of documents from
various interested parties and arranged for 50 witnesses to give evidence at the investigative public
hearings, which took place over six weeks.
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Alice regularly delivers webinars on the topic of inquiries, including to the Government Legal Department
and TLT Solicitors.

Inquests

Alice represented the Chief Constable of Devon & Cornwall Police and Dorset Police in the Inquest into the
death of a minor, who was found hanging. It involved issues around the care and treatment for mental
health problems in the period before death and drug abuse at the time of death.

Alice provided assistance to Coroner Harris on the serious complex cases at London Inner South Coroner’s
Court for six-months.

Independent Investigations

Independent investigation into Southern Health NHS FT (2019-2021) – Alice was led by the Chair, Nigel
Pascoe KC, in the investigation into the deaths of 5 mental health patients. She met bereaved families and
examined the medical records, Serious Incident Reviews and internal investigations and played a significant
role in writing the reports, the public hearings and formulating the recommendations for the Trust and NHS
nationally.

Reports are here: https://www.england.nhs.uk/south-east/publications/ind-invest-reports/southern-
health/; https://www.england.nhs.uk/south-east/wp-content/uploads/sites/45/2020/02/060220-Report-pdf2.
pdf

Personal Injury

Alice has appeared in fast track, small claims and stage 3 hearings, acting for Claimants and Defendants.
She has also provided advice in personal injury and Occupier’s Liability cases. Alce has delivered webinars
on this topic for MBL Seminars.

Alice has experience in the County Court, acting for both Claimants and Defendants in applications for relief
from sanction, costs, default judgment and bankruptcy petitions.

Alice was successful in defending a contract dispute, with a finding in favour of the Defendant at the close of
the Claimant’s case and costs awarded to the Defendant on the indemnity basis.

Awards

Sir John Priestley Scholarship, Inner Temple (2015)
BPTC Exhibition Scholar and the Profumo Scholarship, Inner Temple (2014)
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Education

University of Kent

Memberships

Association of Regulatory and Disciplinary Lawyers
Personal Injuries Bar Association
Inner Temple
Amicus
ARDL
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