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Andrew Higgins’ two main areas of practice are mass tort litigation, both individual claims and
all forms of group litigation, and procedural law in complex civil cases especially class actions
and choice of law issues.

He has experience working on asylum seeker, asbestos, thalidomide and tobacco and environmental
(mining) cases both at the Australian Bar and with Slater & Gordon solicitors in Australia (where Andrew
worked as an Associate). Andrew acted as special counsel for the Australian Government in defence of its
tobacco plain packaging laws in the High Court of Australia, in investor state arbitration and before the
World Trade Organisation.

Andrew is Professor of Civil Justice Systems at the University of Oxford and Mansfield College. He has taught
Tort and Contract for a number of Oxford Colleges and convenes the BCL/MJur course on Principles of Civil
Procedure. He has published widely on all aspects of procedure including costs and funding, bias, LPP and
class actions, and provided expert opinions both for English High Court proceedings and overseas clients on
procedural law in England & Wales and other common law jurisdictions.

He is author of Legal Professional Privilege for Corporations (OUP 2014), and contributing author of
Zuckerman on Civil Procedure (both the English and Australian editions) and a contributing author of
McGregor on Damages (22nd edn, 2024, Sweet & Maxwell ).

He is the current academic member of the Civil Justice Council and in that capacity is chairing the CJC’s
review of Pre-action Protocols. He is also currently chair of the expert group for the World Health
Organisation on ways of strengthening civil and criminal liability systems under Article 19 of the WHO-
Framework Convention on Tobacco Control.

Expertise

Personal Injury

Andrew specialises in complex personal injury litigation with a particular focus on mass tort litigation,
including product liability, environmental harm cases general negligence, and claims against governments.
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Class Actions and Group Litigation

Andrew has extensive experience of all kinds of collective redress, and in different capacities: solicitor,
counsel and as expert witness both in Australia and England.

Commercial

Andrew’s practice focuses on procedural aspects of complex commercial litigation, including service,
disclosure, privilege, interim remedies, contempt proceedings and admissibility of expert evidence. As a
contributing author to McGregor on Damages he has a particular interest in the relationship between
substantive and procedural law.

Appointments

Professor of Civil Justice Systems, University of Oxford 2022- present
Fellow in Law, Mansfield College, University of Oxford, 2014-present
General Editor, Civil Justice Quarterly, 2015-present
Academic Member of the Civil Justice Council 2019-present

Awards

Awarded British Academy Mid Career Fellowship ‘Civil Justice Systems in the 21st Century’ 2024-2025
Winner of the Prestigious Australian Legal Academy Annual Essay Competition for essay on the
relationship between tort, class actions and regulation (co-authored with John Yap) 2023
Recipient of Allan Myers Oxford-Melbourne Research Collaboration Award 2017-2019
Recipient of Australia Day Award in recognition of my work defending Australia’s tobacco plain
packaging laws 2016
Recipient of the Prestigious Rae & Edith Bennett Traveling Scholarship’ from the University of
Melbourne to pursue a postgraduate degree in the United Kingdom 2006-2009
Official Nominee for the Australian Plaintiff Lawyers Association’s Civil Justice Award for my work on
McCabe v British American Tobacco 2002 (Youngest ever nominee for this award)
Recipient of “Public Health” Contribution Award from a Coalition of public health NGOs in Australia for
work on tobacco litigation 2002

Education

BA/LLB University of Melbourne (Hons); BCL Oxon (distinction); DPhil Oxon
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Memberships

Member of VicBar (Practising since 2011)
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