
 
1

London Office:

1 Harcourt Buildings

Temple

London EC4Y 9DA

 

T: +44 (0)20 7583 1315

E: clerks@tgchambers.com

DX: 382 London Chancery Lane

The Hague Office:

Lange Voorhout 82

2514 EJ The Hague

Netherlands

 

T: +44 (0)20 7583 1315

E: clerks@tgchambers.com

Andrew Prynne KC is a well-known leading advocate who represents claimants and defendants
in heavy commercial litigation and common law  at both first instance and on appeal.  His
practice covers cases of the highest value and complexity.

Known as a decisive and effective advocate Andrew’s area of expertise includes personal injury, product
liability, group actions and collective redress, and related commercial and insurance matters, as well as
representing persons in public inquiries and inquests.

His wide-ranging practice originally developed from a broad and thorough grounding as a young junior in all
the civil, family and criminal courts. This broad experience informs all areas of his practice and has made
Andrew a more knowledgeable lawyer and a better advocate, with experience of many differing courts and
tribunals, as demonstrated by his long list of significant and heavyweight cases.

Expertise

Product Liability

Andrew is one of the recognised leaders in this field.

He established himself early on as counsel in pharmaceutical group actions first the Pertussis vaccine
litigation then the first group action Opren; Nash v Eli Lilly CA 1993. Then he went on, in silk, to lead the
successful defence of the Benzodiazepines; AB v Wyeth Ltd QBD and CA 1992 to 1996, the Lariam Litigation
and the Fetal Anti Convulsant litigation.

Then he led the successful defence of Imperial Tobacco in the smoking and lung cancer litigation; Hodgson
v Imperial Tobacco CA 1999. He went on successfully to defend the MMR vaccine litigation on behalf of
Merck; QBD 2000 to 2006. He defended the manufacturer of hydraulic forks for mountain bikes in Pinder v
Fox Forx QBD 2008.

Andrew has advised extensively on product regulation, safety and recalls for products such as food,
packaging, mobile phones, e-cigarettes, medical devices as well as pharmaceuticals. He represented two
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young boys in their successful claim for burn injuries resulting from a house fire caused by a defective fan
heater; see Al Iqra v DSG Retail (Currys) QBD 2019.

Currently, he is representing a major retail outlet facing multi-party allegations that certain optical lenses it
supplied were defective.

Andrew in 2019/20 provided expert evidence to the US court as the English law as it might relate to claims
brought by the bereaved and others injured by allegedly defective products in Grenfell Tower fire litigation
brought against defendants situate in the US in the ensuing a forum dispute.

Insurance

Andrew has been instructed by insurers in coverage disputes.  Most recently in 2022 defending a claim that
went to trial for legal expenses cover and whether an insurer can insist on restricting them to their own
panel rates. Many of these claims have arisen under product liability policies.

He has written and lectured extensively on the subject of what constitutes damage to property and what
losses, both in contract and in tort, may or may not be insured. He has appeared in a number of major fire
claims, including the Uppark fire case; National Trust v Haden Young CA 1993.

 

Commercial

Some of Andrew’s product liability work has been in the Commercial Court where claims for business losses
resulting from large commercial contracts for the supply of allegedly contaminated or defective goods have
been considered.

He led the defence in a number of such commercial claims relating to contamination of Benzene in fizzy
drinks; Bacardi Martini v Thomas Hardy Drinks CA 2002 and Britvic v Messer CA 2003. He defended an
insurance claim for contaminated beef products in Omega Proteins v Aspen Insurance Com Court 2010. He
has been instructed in a number of large property damage claims; Gilman v UPS and Network Rail TCC 2013
and Network Rail v Conarken TCC 2010. He was instructed in a number of leading credit hire cases; Aktar v
Bolland CA 2014, Salat v Burutis CA 2013, W v Veolia 2011 Mercantile Ct. Andrew has represented the
defendant in a long running breach of fiduciary duty case; GEHC v Gray CHD 2016 to 2018. He has
represented the insurer against a large manufacturer of food and drink packaging at the London Court of
International Arbitration in 2010 and 2011.

Inquests & Inquiries

Andrew has represented a number of interested persons in high profile Inquest proceedings.

Between 2015 and 2022 he represented the owner of the Hawker Hunter in the Shoreham Aircrash Inquest
before the West Sussex Coroner into 11 fatalities.

He represented Martin Baker, the well-known ejection seat manufacturer, in Re Cunningham deceased HM
Coroner for Lincoln 2014, this Red Arrows pilot was fatally injured when he was accidentally ejected from
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his aircraft whilst it was on the ground. He represented Social Services in Re Hardy deceased; HM Coroner
for Bolton, the deceased, a young man, strangled himself in a young offenders institution. In Re Power
deceased HM Coroner for Yorkshire, he represented the family of the deceased whose car was hit by a train
when it went over a disused crossing.

Andrew was first instructed as a junior in the Clapham rail accident inquiry back in 1989. Since then he was
for British Rail in the Severn Tunnel Inquiry 1993 and the Cowden inquiry 1994. More recently he was
instructed as an expert health and safety lawyer by Calor Gas to give evidence to the Competition
Commission Inquiry from 2004 to 2006.

Personal Injury

Andrew has represented many claimants and defendants in personal injury litigation.

Having obtained extensive experience as a junior, he has been leading counsel in a number of important
and reported cases; Dau Chi Chong v Funafloat Ltd and British Waterways Board QBD 2012, Raggett v
Preston Catholic College QBD 2012, Sylvestre V Ministry of Defence QBD 2012, Vaile v LB Havering CA 2011,
Valentine v Transport for London 2010 CA, Farraj v Kings NHS Trust QBD 2008 CA 2009, Collett v
Middlesbrough FC QBD 2009, Viasystems v Thermal Transfer CA 2005, Parker v PFC Flooring Supplies QBD
and CA 2001, Worral v British Railways Board CA 1999, Watson v Bradford City FC QBD 1999, Powell v
Boladz QBD 1995 and CA 1996, Macaffery v Datta 1996 CA.

These cases addressed many of the legal issues that arise in injury claims, negligence and tortious issues,
causation, damages, vicarious liability, sporting injury and loss of a chance, claiming for injury resulting from
a criminal act, wrongful birth, child abuse, and highways.

Recently he has provided expert evidence to the US Court in Philadelphia as to the relevant English law and
procedure applying to claims brought there for death and injury resulting from the Grenfell Tower disaster;
Kristen Behrens v Arconic; Pennsylvania Eastern District Court 2020.

Andrew recently led in a claim brought by the insurers of an HGV involved in an accident on the M25 against
Highways England alleging a failure to maintain the highway.

Collective Redress

Andrew established himself early on as counsel in pharmaceutical group actions first the Pertussis vaccine
litigation then the first group action Opren; Nash v Eli Lilly CA 1993.  In silk he lead the successful defence of
the Benzodiazepines; AB v Wyeth Ltd QBD and CA 1992 to 1996, the Lariam Litigation and the Fetal Anti
Convulsant litigation.

In 2000 to 2006 Andrew led the successful defence of Imperial Tobaccos in the smoking and lung cancer
litigation; Hodgson v Imperial Tobacco CA 1999. He went on successfully to defend the MMR vaccine
litigation on behalf of Merck.

Recently he has provided expert evidence to the US Court in Philadelphia as to the relevant English law and
procedure applying to claims brought there for death and injury resulting from the Grenfell Tower disaster;
Kristen Behrens v Arconic; Pennsylvania Eastern District Court 2020.
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Appointments

Assistant Boundary Commissioner (2000 – 2005)
The Lord Chancellor’s Working Party on Group Actions

Awards

CEDR Accredited Mediator (2000)

Education

LLB Hons, University of Southampton
Marlborough College

Memberships

Common Law and Commercial Bar Association
Personal Injuries Bar Association
British Insurance Law Association
Health and Safety Lawyers Association
Association of Regulatory and Disciplinary Lawyers
Commercial Bar Association

Publications

Maughan Revisited: 2022 Temple Garden Chambers Update on Coroners Inquests
Work Harder for Less: Solicitors Journal 2013
Liability what Liability? BILA Journal June 2011
The Rise and Fall of Group Actions: Solicitors Journal 2008
Defective Windows and Dodgy Mincemenat: BILA Lecture 2006
QC on the Jury: Counsel August 2004
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